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1. Learning mobility and European
elections

2. Under-representation of youth

Two topics
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There are
significant
differences in
turnout of voters
for European
elections between
EU member states.
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Young people generally
participate less in domestic and
European politics. The
abstention of the youngest
voters in the European
parliamentary elections is
particularly high (over 60% in
the 2019 European elections,
whereas the general turnout
was 50.6%).

Theme 1. Learning mobility and European elections

Source: Eurobarometer survey 2019
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With the upcoming European parliamentary elections in June
2024, this is a major concern. The less young people
participate, the less they are represented in politics, and the
less governments and European institutions have incentives
to create policies that explicitly address the youth’s concerns.
One “fun fact” is that – globally - only around 2 % of
parliaments have members that are younger than 30 years
old, a dynamic that will probably get worse if youth
participation continues to decline.
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What may be the role of learning mobility and Erasmus+ in stimulating
civic and political engagement? One of the four priorities of Erasmus+ is
engagement.
It is, however, not clear how the Erasmus+ programme stimulates
engagement in practice.
It is not evident for instance volunteering or how civic, community types
of engagement actually contribute to active political awareness, political
and human rights literacy, and the development of a political sense of
European citizenship.
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Therefore, examining the role of learning mobility programs like
Erasmus+ in fostering civic and political engagement becomes really
important.

As we shall see in the following survey findings, understanding the
practical implications and effectiveness of such initiatives remains a
complex and nuanced endeavour.
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Learning mobility and European elections
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European citizens have the right to vote in the European Parliament
elections held every five years. By participating in elections, citizens
can choose their representatives (Members of the European
Parliament) who will shape EU policies and legislation. Every citizen
of the Union has also the right to stand as a candidate in elections to
the European Parliament.

Theme 2. Under-representation of youth

https://www.linkedin.com/company/servicio-espa%C3%B1ol-para-la-internacionalizaci%C3%B3n-de-la-educaci%C3%B3n-sepie
https://www.tiktok.com/@sepiegob?lang=es
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9E4RhjlHrq3_uMKShDLYA
https://twitter.com/sepiegob/
https://www.instagram.com/sepie_gob/
https://www.facebook.com/ErasmusPlusSEPIE
https://open.spotify.com/user/sepie_erasmus%2B
http://www.sepie.es/comunicacion/newsletter.html


www.sepie.es |        sepie@sepie.esSPANISH SERVICE FOR THE INTERNATIONALISATION OF EDUCATION (SEPIE)

There is a clear representation gap that regards youth
representation. The average age of MEPs is 50 years. Two-out-of-
three MEPs are 41 to 60-years old. Currently only 37 MEPs – out of
705 – are under the age of 35, around five percent of all
parliamentarians.
This shows a large gap with the percentage of under-35s in the entire
EU population (ca. 16 %) and means young people’s main issues,
problems and policy preferences are not well-represented in the
European Parliament.
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Eligibility criteria for voting in European Parliament elections vary
slightly between Member States. In general, EU citizens who are at
least 18 years old and reside in an EU Member State have the right
to vote in the European Parliament elections.
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Only in a few member states young
people under 18 are allowed to
vote.
For the 2024 elections, this age is
set at 16 in Austria, Belgium,
Germany and Malta, 17 in Greece,
while it remains 18 in the
remaining Member States.

Theme 2. Under-representation of youth

https://www.linkedin.com/company/servicio-espa%C3%B1ol-para-la-internacionalizaci%C3%B3n-de-la-educaci%C3%B3n-sepie
https://www.tiktok.com/@sepiegob?lang=es
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9E4RhjlHrq3_uMKShDLYA
https://twitter.com/sepiegob/
https://www.instagram.com/sepie_gob/
https://www.facebook.com/ErasmusPlusSEPIE
https://open.spotify.com/user/sepie_erasmus%2B
http://www.sepie.es/comunicacion/newsletter.html


www.sepie.es |        sepie@sepie.esSPANISH SERVICE FOR THE INTERNATIONALISATION OF EDUCATION (SEPIE)

Despite efforts to enhance youth engagement, the broader
representation gap remains glaring. Our survey data pertaining to
voting behaviour and aspirations for candidacy among European
youth shows valuable insights into the extent of youth involvement in
European politics.
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Thank you for your attention!

sepie@sepie.es #ErasmusPlus #ErasmusPeace
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